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Topic: Assessing the Outcomes using various Assessment Techniques

Abstract:

Education has gone through significant changes over time. The elitist education began in the early
stage of human civilization as a strategy to transmit social values from one generation to the next.
Over time, education was divided into four groups — theology to transmit religious values,
medicine to find cure against diseases, technology to solve problems of human labour, and legal
education to create a civilized society. This was an outcome-based education. However, it was
based on strict hierarchical control by religious institutions. During the colonial era, education
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was designed to fit the natives to support the aspirations of their colonial masters. The education
was still elitist. Towards the end of the colonial era, education expanded into other branches and
many of current education system came into place. By the 1950s, education system lost its elitists
culture and expanded into the masses. This led to a decentralized education system based on
competency. Standardized tests were developed to ensure that graduates pass a level of
competency at each level. Tests became standardized and the objective in many cases was to
integrate citizens of the newly independent states into a nationhood with a ‘common’ national
culture. However, modern education is different. It is for creating ability to fit to the needs of a
society which is global and is based on science and technology. Education is again under transition.
The critical question is — what is the objective of the higher education? — Is it to develop a skill or
a level competency or a level of capability to deal with human needs, or a level of critical thinkers
to carry the society to a higher level of human achievements? Evaluation system must answer the
questions that are embedded in the goals of the education system.



